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'IN MY NAME;'

OK,

THE ALL-PREVAILING PLEA.

'Whatsoever ye shall ask in my Name, that Trill I do.
If ye shall aak me anything in my Name, that will I do.
That whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my Name, He
may give it you. Verily, verily, I say anto yon, If ye
shall aak anything of the Father, He will give it you in my
Name, Hitherto ye have asked nothing in my Name : aak,
and ye shall receive. In that day ye shall aak in my Name. '

—Joelh xiv. 18, 14 xt. 16, XT i. 28, 24, 36.

TJITHEKTO the disciples had not asked iu the
*-* Name of Christ, nor had He Himself ever used
the expression. The nearest approach is, 'met to-
gether in my Name. ' Here in Hia parting words, Ho
repeats the word nnceasingly in connection with thoso
promises of unlimited meaning, ' Whatsoever,"Any-
thing," What Ye Will,' to teach them and us that
Hia Name is our only, but also our all-sufficient plea.
The power of prayer and the answer depend on the
right use of the Name.
What is a person 'a name ? That word or expreaaion
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4 IN MY SAME.

in which the person is called up or represented to us.

When I mention or hear a name, it calls up before

me the whole man, what I know of him, and a!so tha

impression he has made on me. The name of a king

includes hia honour, hia power, hia kingdom. His

name is the symbol of his power. And ao each name

of God embodies and represents some part of the

glory of tho Unseen One. And the Name of Chriat

is the expression of all Ho has done and all He is and

liveB to do as on r Mediator.

And what ia it to do a thing in the jama of an-

other? It ia to come with power and authority of

that other, as his representative and substitute. We

know how such a use of auothor'a name always

supposes a community of interest. No one would

give another the free use of his name without being

first being assured that his honour and interest wera

as safe with that other as with himself.

And what ia it when Jesus gives us power over His

Name, tha free use of it, with the assurance that

whatever we. ask in it will be given to us? The ordi-

nary comparison of ono person giving another, on

some special occasion, the liberty to ask something

in his name, comes altogether short here,—Jesus

solemnly gives to all His disciples a general and un-

limited power of the freB use of His Name at all

times for all they desire. Ho could not do tins if Ho

did not know that He could trust vis with His inter-
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eats, that His hononr would be safe in our hands.

The free use of the name of another is always tha

token of great confidence, of close union. He who
gives his name to another stands aside, to let that

other act for him ; he who takes the name of another,

gives up his own as of no vaiue. When I go in the

name of another, I deny myself, I take not only his

name, but himself and what he is, instead of myself
and what I am.

Such a use of the name of a person may be in virtno

of a legal union. A merchant leaving his Tiome and
business, gives his chief clerk a general power, by
which he can draw thousands of pounds in the mer-
chant's name. Tha elerk does this, not for himself,

but only in the interests of tho business. It is be-
cause the merchant knows and trusts him as wholly
devoted to his interests and business, that he dares
put his name and property at his command. When
the Lord Jesus wont to heaven, Ho left His work, thB

ment of nia kingdom on earth, in the hands
of His sonants. He could not do otherwise than also
give them Ilia Name to draw all the supplies they need-
ed for tho due conduct of Ilisbnsiness. And theyhavo
the spiritual power to avail themselves of the Name
of Jesns just to the extent to which they yield them-
selves to live only for the interests and the work of the
Master. The use of the Name always supposes the
surrender of our interests to Him whom we represent.
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Or such a use of tho name may bo in virtue of a

life anion. In the oasa of the merchant and hia

clerk, the union is temporary. But we know how
oneness of life on earth giveB oneness of name: a

.child has the father's name because he has his life.

And often the child of a good father has been

honoured or helped by others for the sake of the name
he bore. But this would not last long if it were

found that it was only a name, and that the father's

character was wanting. The name and the character

or spirit must he in harmony. When such is the

case, the child will have a double claim on the father's

friends : the character secures and increases the love

and esteem rendered first for the name's sake. So it

is with Jesus and the believer : we are one, we have

one life, one Spirit with Him; for this reason we
may come in His Name. Our power in using that

Name, whether with God, or men, or devils, depends

on the measure of our spiritual life-union. The use

of the name rests on the unity of life ; the Name and

the Spirit of Jesus are one.*

* 'Whatsoever ye shall asfc in my Name, ' that is, in my
nature ; for things with God are called according to their

nature. We ask in Christ's Name, not when at the end of

some request we say, 'This I ask in the Name of Jesus

Christ, ' but when we pray according to i^fo nature, which
is lovo, which seeketh not its own, hut only the will of Go(i

and the good of all creatures. Such asking is the cry of

His own Spirit in our hearts.—Jckes, The Hew Man.
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Or the union that empowers to the use of the
Name may be the union of love. When a bride whose
life has been one of poverty, becomes united to the
bridegroom, she gives up her own name, to be called

by his, and has now tho full right to use it. She
purchases in his namB, and that name is not refused.
And this is done because tho bridegroom has chosen
her for himself, counting on her to care for his inter-
cats: they arc now one. And so tho Heavenly Bride-
groom could do nothing less; having loved ua and
made ua one with Himself, what could He do but
give those who bear His Name tho right to present it

before tho Father, or to come with it to Himself for
all they neod. And there is no one who gives himself
really to live in the Name of Jesus, who does not re-
ceive in ever-increasing measure the spiritual capacity
to ask and receive in that Name what ho will. Tho
bearing of the name of another supposes my having
given up my own, and with it my own independent
life

;
hut then, as surely, my possession of all there is

in the name I have taken instead of my own.
Such illustrations show us how defective the

common view is of a messenger sent to ask in the
name of another, or a guilty one appealing to the
name of a surety. No, Jesus Himself is with the
Father; it is not an absent one in whose name wo
come. Even when we pray to Jesus Himself, it must
be in His Name. The name represents the person;
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to ask in the Name is to ask in full union of interest

and life and love with Himself, as one who lives in

and for Him. Let the Name of Jesns only have

undivided supremacy in my heart and life, my faith

will grow to the assurance that what I ask in that

Name cannot he refused. The name and the power

of asking go together: when the Name of Jesus has

hecome the power that rules my life, this power in

prayer with God will bo seen too.

We see thus that everything depends on our own

relation to the Name : the power it has on my life is

the power it will have in my prayers. There is more

than one expression in Scripture which can make this

clear to us. When it says, 'So all in the Name of

the Lord Jesus,' wo sec how this is tho counterpart

of the other, 'Ash all, ' To do all and to ask all in

His Name, these go together. When we read, ' We

shall walk in the Name of our God,' we seo how the

power of the Name must rule in the whole life ;
only

then will it have power in prayer. It is not to the

lips but to the life God looks to seo what the Name is

to us. When Scripture speaks of 'men who have

given their lives for tho Name of tho Lord Jesus,' or

of one 'ready to die for the Name of the Lord Jesus,'

we see what our relation to the Name must he :
when

it is everything to me, it will obtain everything for

me. If I let it have all I have, it will let me have

all it has.

THE ALL-PREVAILING PLEA. 9

'Whatsoever ye shall ask in my Name, that will

I do.' Jesns means the promise literally. Christians

have sought to limit it; it looked too free] it was

hardly safe to trust man so unconditionally. We did

nor- understand that the word 'in my Name' is its

own safeguard. It is a spiritual power which no one

can use further than he obtaius the capacity for, by

his living and acting in that Name. As wo bear that

Name before men, we have power to use it before God.

let us plead for God's Holy Spirit to show us what

tho Name means, and what the right use of it is. It

t; throngh the Spirit that the Name, which is above

every name in heaven, will take the place of supremacy

in mi r heart and life too.

Disciples of Jesus! let the lessons of this day enter

Seep into your hearts. The Master says: Only pray

in my Name; whatsoever ye ask will he given.

Heaven is set open to you ; the treasures and powers

of tho world of spirit are placed at your disposal on

behalf of men around you. come, and let us learn

to pray in tho Name of Jesus. As to the disciples,

He says to us, 'Hitherto ye have not asked in my
Name: ask, and ye shall receive.' Let each disciplo

of Jesus sock to avail himself of the rights of his

royal priesthood, and use the power placed at his dis-

posal for his circle and his work. Let Christians

awake and hear the message : your prayer can obtain
what otherwise will be withhold, can accomplish what
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otherwise remains undone. awake, and use the

name of Jcbub to open tho treasures of heaven for

this perishing world. Learn as tho servants of the

King to use His Name: ' Whatsoever ye shall ask in

my Name, teat will I do.'

* LOW), TEACH VS TO PEAT.'

Blessed Lord ! it is as if each lesson Thon givest

me has such fulness and depths of meaning, that if

I can only learn that one, I shall know how to pray

aright. This day I folt again as if I needed but ona

prayer every day : Lord ! teach mo what it is to pray

in Thy Name. Teach me bo to live and act, to walk

and speak, as to do all in tho Name of Jesus, that my

prayer cannot bo anything else but in that blessed

Name too.

And tench me, Lord ! to hold fast the precious

promise that whatsoever we ask in Thy Name,

Thou wilt do, the Father will give. Though I do

not yet fully understand, and still less have fully at-

tained, the wondrous union Thou meanest when

Thon sayest, in my Name, I would yet hold fast tho

promiso until it fills my heart with the nndoubting

assurance: Anything in tho Kama of Jesus.

Omy Lord! let Thy Holy Spirit teach me this.

Thou didst say of Him, 'The Comforter, whom the

Father Bhall send ih nr Name.' He knows what it

THE ALL-PREVAILING PLEA. 11

is to be from heaven in Thy Name, to reveal and to

honour tho power of that Name in Thy servant?, to

nse that Name alone, and so to glorify Thee. Lord

Jesus! let Thy Spirit dwell in me, and fill me. I

would, I do yield my whole being to His rule and
leading. Thy Name and Thy Spirit are one;

through Him Thy Name will he the strength of my
life and my prayer. Then I shall be able for Thy
Name's sake to forsake all, in Thy Name to speak to

men and to God, and to prove that this is indeed tho

Name above every name.

Lord Jesus! teach me by Thy Holy Spirit to

pray in Thy Name. Amen.



'AT THAT DAY;'

OB,

THE HOLY SPIRIT AND PRAYER.

'In that dan ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily. I

Bay unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my
Namo, He will give it you. Hitlievto have ye asked noth-

ing in my Name ask, and ye tthull receive, that your joy

may he full At that day ye shall ask in my Name : and I

say not, that I will pray the Father for you, for the Father

Himself loveth you '—Jotm xvi. S3-2G.

'Praying in the Holy Spirit, keep yourselves in tho love

of God. '—JUCE BO, 21.

rpiIE words of John (1 John ii. 12-1J,) to littla

J- children, to young men, and to fathers, suggest

the thought that there often are in the Christian life

three groat stages of experience. The first, that of

the new-born child, with the assurance and the joy of

forgiveness. The second, the transition stage of

struggle and growth in knowledge and strength;

young men growing strong, God's word doing ita

wort in them and giving them victory over the Evil

Ono. And then the final stage of maturity and ripo-
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neas : the fathers, who have entered deeply into the

knowledge and fellowship of the Eternal One.

In Christ 'a teaching on prayer there appear to bo
three stages in the prayer-life, somewhat analogous.

In the Sermon on the Mount wo have the initial

stage: His teaching is all comprised in one word,

Father. Pray to your lather, your Father Bees,

hoars, knows, and will reward : how much more than

any earthly father! Only ho childlike and trustful.

Then cornea later on something like the transition

stage of conflict and conquest, in words like these:

'This sort goeth not out but by fasting and prayer;*

'Shall not God avenge His own elect who cry day and
night unto Him?' And then we have in the parting

words, a higher stage. The children have become
men : they are now the Master's friends, from whom
he has no secrets, to whom he says, 'AH things that I

heard from my Father I made known nnto you ;' and
to whom, in tho oft-repeated 'whatsoever yo will,*

He hands over the keys of tho kingdom. Now the
time has come for tho power of prayer in His Name
to be proved.

The contrast between thiB final atage and the pre-

vious preparatory ones otir Saviour marks most dis-

tinctly in the words we are to meditate on. 'Hitherto

ye have asked nothing in my Name;' 'At that dayye
shall ask in my Name.' We know what 'at that day'
means. It is the day of the outpouring of the Holy

THE HOLY SPIRIT AND PRAYER. 15

Spirit. The great work Christ was to do on the cross,

the mighty power and tho complete victory to bo

manifested in His resurrection and ascension, were to

issue in the coming down from heaven, as never he-

fore, of the glory of God to dwell in men. The

Spirit of the glorified Jesus was to come and be tho

life of His disciplea. And one of the marks of that

wonderful spirit-dispensation was to be a power in

prayer hitherto unknown—prayer in the Name of

Jeaua, aaking and obtaining whatsoever they would,

is to be the manifestation of the reality of tho Spirit's

indwelling.

To understand how the coming of the Holy Spirit

was indeed to commence a new epoch in the prayer

world, we must remember who He is, what His work,

and what the significance of His not being given until

Jesus was glorified. It is in tho Spirit that God ex-

ists, for Ho is Spirit. It is in tho Spirit that the Son

was begotten of the Father : it is in tho fellowship of

the Spirit that tho Father and tho Son are one. The

eternal never-ceasing giving to tho Son which ia the

Father's prerogative, and the eternal asking and re-

ceiving which is tho Son's right and blessedness—it

is through tho Spirit that this communion of life and

love is maintained. It lias been so from all eternity.

It is so specially now, when the Son as Mediator ever

liveth to pray. The great work which Jesus began

on earth of reconciling in Hia awn body God and
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man, lie carries on in heaven. To accomplish this

He took up into His own person tho conflict between

God's righteousness and our sin. On tho cross lie

once for all ended the struggle in His own body.

And then He ascended to heaven, that thence He

might in each member of His body carry out the de-

liverance and manifest the victory He had obtained.

It is to do this that He ever liveth to pTay: in His

unceasing intercession He places Himself in living

fellowship with tho unceasing prayer of His redeemed

ones. Or rather, it is His unceasing intercession

which shows itself in their prayers, and gives them a

power they never had before.

And He does this through the Holy Spirit. The

Holy Spirit, the Spirit of the Glorified Jesus, was

not {John vii. Sff), could not bo, until He had been

glorified. This gift of the Father was something

distinctively new, entirely different from what Old

Testament saints had known. The work that tho

blood effected in heaven when Christ entered within

the veil, was something so true and new, the redemp-

tion of our human nature into fellowship with His

resurrecti en-power and His exaltation-glory was so

intensely real, the taking np of our humanity in

Christ into the life of the Threo-Ono God was an

event of such inconceivable significance, that the

Holy Spirit, who had to come from Christ's exalted

humanity to testify in our hearts of what Christ had

THE HOLY SPUUT AND PRAYER. 17

accomplished, was indeed no longer only what nehad
been in the Old Testament. It wa6 literally true

tho Holy Spirit was not yet, for Christ was not yet

glorified. Ho came now first as the Spirit of the

glorified Jesus. Even as the Son, who was from
eternity God, had entered upon a new existence as

man, and returned to heaven with what He had not

before, bo tho Blessed Spirit, whom the Son, on His

ascension, received from the Father (Acts u. 33)

into His glorified humanity, came to us with a new
life, which He had not previously to communicate.

Under the Old Testament He was invoked as the

Spirit of God: at Pentecost He descended as the

Spirit of the glorified Jesus, bringing down and com-

municating to us tho full fruit and power of the ac-

complished redemption.

It is in the intercession of Christ that the con-

tinued eificacy and application of His redemption is

maintained. And it is through the Holy Spirit de-

scending from Christ to us that wo are drawn up into

tho great stream of His ever-ascendiug prayers. The
Spirit prays for us without words: in the depths of

a heart where even thoughts aro at times formless,

the Spirit takes us up into the wonderful flow of the

life of the Three-One God. Through the Spirit,

Christ's prayers become ours, and ours are made His

:

we ask what wo will, and it is given to us. We then

understand from experience, 'Hitherto ye have not
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asked in my Name.' 'At that day ye shall ask in my

Namo.

'

Brother! what we need to pray in the Namo of

Christ, to ask that we may receive that our joy may

be full, is the baptism of this Holy Ghost. This is

more than the Spirit of God under the Old Testa-

ment. This is more than the Spirit of conversion

and regeneration the disciples had before Pentecost,

This is more than the Spirit with a measure of His

influence and working. This is the Holy Spirit, the

Spirit of the glorified Jesus in His exaltation-power,

coming on ns as the Spirit of the indwelling Jesus,

revealing the Son and the Father within. (John

xiv. 16-23). It is when this Spirit is the Spirit not

of crnr hours of prayer, tat of our whole life and walk,

when this Spirit glorifies Jesus in us by revealing the

completeness of His work, and making us wholly

one with Him and like Him, that we can pray in

His name, because we are in very deed one with

Him. Then it is that we have that immciliateness

of access to the Father of which Jesus says, 'I say

not that I will pray the Father for you." Oh! we

need to understand and believe that to be filled

with this, the Spirit of the glorified One, is the

one need of God's believing people. Then shall we

realize what it is, 'with all prayer and supplication

to be praying at all seasons in the Spirit,' and what

it is, 'praying in the Holy Ghost, to keep ourselves
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in the love of God.' 'At that day ye shall ask in

my Name.

'

And so once again the lesson comes: What our

prayer avails, depends upon what we are and what

our life is. It is living in the Name of Christ that

is the secret of praying in the Name of Christ; living

in the Spirit that fits for praying in the Spirit. It

is abiding in Christ that gives the right and power

to ask what we will: the extent of the abiding is the

exact measure of the power in prayer. It is the

Spirit dwelling within us that prays, not so words

and thoughts always, but iu a breathing and a being

deeper than utterance. Just so much as there is of

Christ's Spirit in us, is the real prayer. Our lives,

our lives, let our Jives be full of Christ, and full of

His Spirit, and the wonderfully unlimited promises

to our prayer will no longer appear strange. 'Hi therto

ye have asked nothing in my Namo. Ask, and ye

shall receive, that your joy may be full. At that

day ye shall ask in my Name. Verily, verily, I say

tin to yon, Whatsoever ye shall nsk the Father in my
Namo He will give it yon.'

' Loud, teach us to peat.'

my God ! in holy awe I bow before Thee, the

Three in One. Again I have seen how the mystery
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Ot prayer is the mystery of the Holy Trinity, I

adore tho Father who ever hears, and the Son who
ever livos to pray, and the Holy Spirit, proceeding

from the Father and the Son, to lift us up into thB

fellowship of that ever-blessed, never-ceasing asking

and receiving. I bow, my God, in adoring worship,

before the infinite condescension that thus, through

the Holy Spirit, takes us and our prayers into the

Divine Life, and its fellowship of love.

my Messed Lord Jesus ! teach me to understand

Thy lesson, that it is the indwelling Spirit, stream-

ing from Thee, uniting to Thee, who is the Spirit of

prayer. Teach me what it is as an empty, wholly

consecrated vessel, to yield myself to His being my
life. Teach me to honour and trust Him, as a living

Person, to lead my life and my prayer. Teach me
specially in prayer to wait in holy silence, and give

Him place to breathe within mo His unutterable in-

tercession. And teach mo that through Him it is

possible to pray without ceasing, and to pray without

failing, because He makes mo partaker of the never-

ceasing and never-failing intercession in which Thou,

the Son, dost appear beforo the Father. Yea, Lord,

fulfil in me Thy promise, 'At that dayyo shall ask in

my Name. Verily, verily, I say anto you, Whatso-

ever ye Bhall ask the Father in my Name, that will

Hegivo.'' Amen.

'I HAVE PRAYED FOR THEE;'

OB,

CHRIST THE INTERCESSOR.

'But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not. '—

Luke xsii. 32.

' I say not unto you, that I will pray the Father for yon.

'

—John xvi. 2fi.

'Ho ever liveth to make intercession. '-Heb. vii. 25.

ALL growth in the spiritual life is connected with

the clearer insight into what Jesus is to us.

The more I realize that Christ must he all to mo and

in me, that all in Christ is indeed for me, the more

I learn to live the real life of faith, which, dying to

self, lives wholly in Christ. The Christian life is no

longer tho vain struggle to live right, but the resting

in Christ and finding strength in Him as ear life,

to fight the fight and gain tho victory of faith. This

is specially true of the life of prayer. As it too

comes under the law of faith alone, and is seen in the

light of the fulness and completeness there is in Jesus,

the believer understands that it need no longer be a
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matter of strain or anxious care, but an experience

of what Christ will do for him and in him—a partici-

pation in that life of Christ which, as on earth, so in

heaven, ever ascends to the Father as prayer. And
he begins to pray, not only trusting in the merits of

Jesus, or in the intercession by which our unworthy

prayers are made acceptable, but in that near and

close union in virtue of which He prays in us and we

in Him.* The whole of salvation is Christ Himself:

Ho has given Himself to us; He Himself lives in ua.

Because He prays, we pray too. As the disciples,

when they saw Jesus pray, asked Him to make them

partakers of what He knew of prayer, so we, now wo

see Him as intercessor on the throne, know that He
makes us participate with Himself in the life of

prayer.

How dearly this comes out in the last night of Hia

life. In His high-priestly prayer (John xvii.), Ha
shows us how and what lie has to pray to the Father,

and will pray when once ascended to heaven. And
yet He had in His parting address so repeatedly also

connected His going to the Father witli their new

*See on the difference between having Christ as an Ad-

vocate or Intercessor who stands outside of us, and the

Laving Him within us, we abiding in Him and He in us,

through the Holy Spirit perfecting our union with Him, so

that we ourselves can come directly to the Father in Hie

Name, —the note from Beck of Tubingen, at the end.

VUMST THE INTERCESSOR.

life of prayer. The two would be uitimateiy con-

nected: His entrance on the work of His eternal in-

tercession would fa tlw cwnmBwemmt and the [)o:csr of

their new prayer-life in Ilia Name. It is the sight of

Jesus in His intercession that gives us power to pray

in His Name: all right and power of prayer is Christ;

He makes us share in His intercession.

To understand this, think first of His intercession:

He ever liveth to make intercession. The work of

Christ on earth as Priest was but a beginning. It

was as Aaron He shed His blood; it is as Melcki/iAefc

that Ho now lives within the veil to continue His

work after the power of the eternal life. As Mcl-

chizedek is more glorious than Aaron, so it is in tho

work of intercession that the atonement has its truo

power and glory. 'It is Christ that died : yea mere,

who is even at the right hand of God, who maketh

intercession for us. * That in tercession is an intense

reality, a work that U absolutely necessary, and with-

out which the continued application of redemption

cannot take place. In the incarnation and resurrec-

tion of Jesus the wondrous reconciliation took place,

by which man became partaker of the Divine life

and blessedness. But the real personal appropriation

of this reconcilation in each of His members here

below cannot take place without the unceasing exer-

cise of His Divino power by tho head in heaven. In

all conversion and sanctilication, in every victory over
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sin and tho world, there is a real forth-putting of the

power of Him who is mighty to save. And this

exercise of His power only takes place through His

prayer : He asks of the Father, and receives from the

Father. 'Z?e is able to save to the uttermost, because

Ho ever livcth to mako intercession.' There is not

a need of His peoplo but lie receives in intercession

what the Godhead has to give: Itis mediation on tho

throne is as real aud indispensable as on the cross.

Nothing takes place without His intercession : it en-

gages all His time and powers, is His unceasing

occupation at the right hand of tho Father.

And wo participate not only in the benefits of this

His work, but in the work itself. This because we

are His body. Body and members aro one: 'The

head cannot say to the feet, I have no need of thee.'

We share with Jesus in all Ho is and has: 'The

glory which Thou gavest mo, I have given them.'

We are partakers of His life, HiB righteousness, His

work: we share with Him in His intercession too;

it is not a work He does without us.

Wo do this because we are partakers of His life.

'Christ is our life;' 'No longer I, but Christ liveth in

me'. The life in Him and in us is identical, ono

and the same. His life in heaven is an ever-praying

lifo. When it descends and takes possession of us, it

does not lose ita character; in us too it is tho ever-

praying life—a lifo that without coasirig asks and re-
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ceives from Cod. And this not as if there woro two

separate currents of prayer rising upwards, one from

Him, and one from His people. No, but the sub-

stantial life-union is also prayer-union: what He
prays passes through lis, what we pray passes through

Him. He is the angel with the golden censer:

'Unto Him there was given much incense,' tho secret

of acceptable prayer, 'that He should add it unto tho

prayers of all tho saints upon tho golden altar.' Wo
live, we abide in Him, the Interceding One.

Tho Only-begotten is tho only one who has the

right to pray: to Him alone it was said, 'Ask, and it

shall bo given Thee. ' As in all other things the ful-

ness dwells in Him, so the true prayer-fulness too;

He alone has the power of prayer. And just as tho

growth of the spiritual life consists in the clearer in-

sight that all the treasures are in Sim, and that wo

too are in Him, to receive each moment what we

possess in Him, grace for grace, so with the prayer-

life too. Our faith in the intercession of Jesus must

not only ho that He prays in our stead, when we do

not or cannot pray, hut that, as the Anther of cur

life and our faith, Ho diaws us on to pray in unison

with Himself. Our prayer must be a work of faith

in this sense too, that as we know that Jesus com-

municates His whole life in us, He also out of that

prayerfulness which is His alone breathes into us our

praying.



2(i JN MY SAME.

To many a believer it was a new epoch in his

spiritual life when it was revealed to him how truly

and entirely Christ was his life, standing good as

surety far his remaining faithful and obedient. It

was then first that ho really began to live a/aith-Ufe.

Ko leas blessed will be the discovery that Christ ia

surety for our prayer-life too, tlio centre and embodi-

ment of all prayer, to bo communicated by Him

through the Holy Spirit to Ilis people. 'He ever

liveth to make intercession' aa the Head of the body,

aa tho Leader in that new and living way which Ha

hath opened up, as the Author and the Perfecter of

our faith. He provides in everything for the life of

His redeemed ones by giving his own life in them;

He cares for their life of prayer, by taking them up-

into His heavenly prayer-life, by giving and main-

taining Ilis prayer-life within them. 'I have prayed

for thee,' not to render thy faith needless, but 'that

thy faith fail not:' our faith and prayer of faith is

rooted in His. It is 'if ya abide in me,' the ever-

living Intercessor, and pray with mo and in me: 'ask

whatsoover ye will, and it shall be done unto you.'

Tho thought of our fellowship in the intercession

of Jesus reminds us of what He has taught us mora

than once before, how all these wonderful prayer,

promises have as their aim and their justification, tho

glory of God in the manifestation of His kingdom

and "the sal ration of sinners. As long as we only or
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chiefly pray for ourselves, the promises of the last

night must remain a sealed book to us. It is to tho

fruit-bearing branches of the Vine ; it is to disciples

sent into the world aa the Father sent Him, to live

for perishing men; it ia to His faithful servants and

intimate friends who take up the work He leavea

behind, who have like their Lord become as the soed-

corn, losing its life to multiply it manifold;—it is to

such that the promises are given. Let us each find

out what tha work is, and who the aouls are entrusted

to our special prayers; lot us make our intercession

for them our life of fellowship with God, and we shall

not only find the promises of power in prayor mado

true to us, but we shall then first begin to realize how

our abiding in Christ and Ilia abiding in us makes

us share in His own joy of blessing and saving men.

most wonderful intercession of onr Blessed Lord

Jesus, to which we not only owe everything, but in

which we are taken up as active partners and fellow-

workers! Now we understand what it is to pray in

the Name of Jesus, and why it has auch power, Iii

His Name, in His Spirit, in Himself, in perfect unioi,

with Him. wondrous, ever active, and most effi-

cacious intercession of the man Christ Jesus! when

shall we be wholly taken up into it, and always pray

in it?

'Lord, teach us to peat.'



28 IN MY SAME.

Iilessed Lord! in lowly adoration I would again

bow before Thee. Thy whole redemption work has

now passed into prayer: all that now occupies Thco

in maintaining and dispensing what Thou didst pur-

chase with Thy blood is only prayer. Thou ever

livest to pray. And because we are and abide in

Thee, the direct access to the Father is always open,

onr life can be one of unceasing prayer, and the an-

swer to our prayer ia sure.

Blessed Lord ! Thou hast invited Thy people to be

Thy fellow-workers in a life of prayer. Thou hast

united Thyself with Thy people and makest them as

Thy body share with Thee in that ministry of inter-

cession through which alone the world can be filled

with the fruit of Thy redemption and the glory of

tho Father. TVith more liberty than ever I come to

Thee, my Lord, and beseech Theoi Teach me to

pray. Thy life is prayer, Thy life is mine. Lord

!

teach mo to pray, in Thee, like Thee.

And my Lord I give me specially to know, as

Thou didst promise Thy disciples, that Thou art in

the Father, and I in Thee, and Thou in me. Let

the uniting power of the Holy Spirit make my whole

life an abiding in Thee and Thy intercession, so that

my prayer may be its echo, and the Father hear me
in Theo and Thee in me. Lord Jesus! let Thy mind

in everything be in me, and my life in everything bo

in Thee. So shall I be prepared to be the channel
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through which Thy intercession pours its blessing on

the world. Amen.

NOTE.

'The new epoch of prayer in the Name of Jesus ia

pointed out by Christ as the time of the outpouring

of the Spirit, in which the disciples enter upon a

more enlightened apprehension of the economy of

redemption, and become as clearly conscious of their

oneness with Jesus as of His oneness with the Father.

Their prayer in the Name of Jesus is now directly to

the Father Himsolf :
" / say not that I will pray for

you, for the Father Himself loveth yon," Jeans says;

while Ha had previously spoken of the time before

the Spirit's coming: " I will pray the Father, and

He will give you the Comforter." This prayer thus

has as its central thought the insight into our being

united to God in Christ as on both Bides tho living

bond of union between God and us (John xvii. S3:

"I in them and Thou in me"), so that in Jesus wo
behold tho Father as. united to us, and ourselves as

united to the Father. Jesus Christ must have been

revealed to lis, not only through the truth in the

mind, but in our inmost personal consciousness, as the

living personal reconciliation, as Ho in whom God's

Fatherhood and Father-love have been perfectly

united with human nature and it with God. Not
that with the immediate prayer to the Father, the

mediatorshii) of Christ is set aside; but it is no longer

looked at as something external, existing outside of

us, hut as a real living spiritual existence within us,

so that the Christ/or its, the Mediator, has really be-

come Christ in its.
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